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Our Cause: 

• ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig's Disease is a 

progressive neurodegenerative disease that 

affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal cord. 

• People lose the ability to control muscle 

movement, which leads to paralysis and death 

within two to five years of diagnosis.  

• There is no cure and only one drug approved by 

the FDA that modestly extends survival. 

 

 



Our Cause: 

• The ALS Association was founded in 1985. 

• Vision: Create a world without ALS 

• Mission: Leading the fight to treat and cure ALS 

through global research and nationwide advocacy 

while also empowering people with Lou Gehrig’s 

Disease and their families to live fuller lives by 

providing them with compassionate care and 

support. 

 



A Look Back: 

• 2.3 million videos - YouTube 

• 28 million people joined the conversation by 

posting, commenting, or liking a challenge post on 

Facebook 

• 2.4 million videos were shared on Facebook 

• 2.5 million new donors from the Ice Bucket 

Challenge 

• During the Ice Bucket Challenge, more people 

searched about ALS than the entire last decade. 

 

 



A Look Back:  

Daily Web Traffic Pre-IBC 

Daily Web Traffic During & 

Post-IBC 



A Look Back: 

7 

• Nearly 90% direct web hits caused by people 

including URL in their videos 

 

30K to 300K 

Facebook likes 



A Look Back: 



Mitigating Crisis: 

• “A lie gets halfway around the world before the 

truth has a chance to get its pants on.” 

- Winston Churchill  



Spending Responsibly: 

• 140 active projects globally.  

• So far, we’ve committed $21.7 million to ignite six 

projects. 

• More awards this spring: triple the amount of 

applications. 

• FDA guidance document to provide a roadmap to 

help speed up the development of new treatments.  

• Increase of annual grants to ALS Association 

Certified Centers of Excellence from $12,500 to 

$25,000.  

  

 



Donor Strategy  

• 2.5 million new donors; 600,000 want to be 

followed up with.  

• Short-term strategy is to thank, inform and survey.  



Collaborating for a Cure: 



Lessons Learned: 



Thank you: 



 

 

 

 

Questions?  
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