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National Health Council Urges Quick Action in U.S. House on FDA User Fee Bill 
 

Patient-Centric Legislation Will Help Bring New Drugs, Medical Devices to Millions of Americans 

 

Washington, D.C. (May 30, 2012) – The National Health Council (NHC), in a statement from Executive 

Vice President and Chief Operating Officer Marc Boutin, urged Congress to quickly pass the Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) user fee reauthorization bill and send it to the President for his signature 

before the Fourth of July recess. The statement reads: 

 

“The FDA user fee agreement brings hope to all Americans waiting for new medicines and 

medical devices to treat their conditions and cure diseases. The legislation is the result of many 

months of negotiation and buy-in from industry, government, and patient advocates. When this 

bill becomes law, we will have succeeded in securing FDA’s ability to fund new drug reviews 

and better meet patient needs. The NHC urges the House to give this critical legislation its 

unanimous support today. 

 

“The NHC extends a special thank you to the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Committee Chairman Tom Harkin and Ranking Member Mike Enzi for their commitment and 

leadership in achieving overwhelming bipartisan support for the Senate bill last week. We are 

also pleased to see that House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton and 

Ranking Member Henry Waxman appear to have produced legislation that will garner bipartisan 

support in the House as well. Their efforts are examples of how our government should work.”  

 

A major reason the NHC supports the user fee legislation is because both the House and Senate bills will 

make official agreements worked out between the FDA and the drug, biotech, and device industries. 

These agreements will do the following: 

 

 Create an objective, qualitative framework to better incorporate patients’ views on benefits and 

risks of drugs and devices as they are being evaluated; 

 Improve the FDA’s ability to evaluate drugs using biomarkers and patient reported outcomes as 

clinical endpoints; and 

  Increase FDA’s resources for its rare disease program. 

 

The National Health Council (NHC) is the only organization of its kind that brings together all segments 

of the health community to provide a united voice for the more than 133 million people with chronic 

diseases and disabilities and their family caregivers. Made up of more than 100 national health-related 

organizations and businesses, its core membership includes approximately 50 of the nation’s leading 

patient advocacy groups, which control its governance. Other members include professional and 

membership associations, nonprofit organizations with an interest in health, and major pharmaceutical, 

health insurance, medical device, and biotechnology companies. To learn more about the NHC and how 

it is committed to Putting Patients First
®
, visit www.nationalhealthcouncil.org.   
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