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September 25, 2009 

 

The Honorable Max Baucus The Honorable Tom Harkin 

The Honorable Charles Grassley The Honorable Michael Enzi 

United States Senate United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senators: 

 

The National Health Council (NHC) strongly supports Congress as it seeks to enact 

meaningful health care reform. We commend you on your recent efforts to expand 

access to high-value care and to improve the efficiency and quality of our health care 

system. 

 

The NHC is the only organization of its kind that brings together all segments of the 

health care community to provide a united voice for people with chronic diseases and 

disabilities. Made up of approximately 115 member organizations from across the health 

care community, we provide a united voice for the more than 133 million people with 

chronic diseases and disabilities and their family caregivers.  

 

The Institute of Medicine has stated that the goal of any health care delivery system is to 

get “the right care at the right time to the right patient for the right price.” We could not 

agree more. Under the auspices of the NHC, the patient advocacy community has come 

together in support of five health reform principles: 

• Achieve Health Care Coverage for Everyone  

• Curb Costs Responsibly 

• Guarantee Coverage Despite Pre-Existing Conditions 

• Eliminate Lifetime Caps on Health Insurance 

• Ensure Access to Quality Long-Term Care and Respect at the End of Life 

We commend and applaud your leadership in addressing our principles through 

proposed health reform legislation. On behalf of the over 133 million Americans living 

with chronic diseases and disabilities, members of the NHC are ready to work with you 

to seize this opportunity to enact transformative and meaningful health reform.  

 

As Congress continues to debate how best to achieve the goals of health care reform, it is 

clear that management of chronic conditions is integral to the sustainability of our health 

care system and that any reform must address the needs of these patients. As such, we 

commend Congress’ proposals to test integrated and coordinated models for health care 

delivery. However, we urge you to go further than currently contemplated in health 

reform proposals by establishing a mechanism to implement innovative programs that 

demonstrate success in improving health outcomes for patients with chronic conditions. 

It is imperative that rapid-cycle pilot or demonstration project testing be allowed in order 

to create a framework for innovative care models.  
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In addition, comparative effectiveness research (CER) is a key component of various health reform proposals. 

The NHC strongly supports efforts to establish rigorous methodological standards to conduct CER. In addition 

to scientific standards, the NHC believes guidance on the usefulness of CER in making various types of health 

care decisions and a mechanism to appraise CER against such guidance should be established. Such guidance 

would help to ensure that CER fulfills its promise to improve decision-making at the point of care.  

 

The NHC strongly supports the thoughtful approach taken thus far to enact transformative health care. We look 

forward to continuing our work with you and your colleagues to ensure that legislation meets the needs of 

patients.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 

Myrl Weinberg, CAE 

President 

 


