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Dr. Lisa Simpson has been the President and Chief Executive Officer of AcademyHealth since 
2011. A nationally recognized health policy researcher and pediatrician, she is a passionate 
advocate for the translation of research into policy and practice. Her research, and over 90 
articles and commentaries in peer reviewed journals, focuses on the role of evidence and data 
to improve health and health care, particularly for children and vulnerable populations. 

Before joining AcademyHealth, Dr. Simpson spent eight years as a professor of pediatrics, first 
as an Endowed Chair in Child Health Policy at the University of South Florida and then as the 
Director of the Child Policy Research Center at Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center 
and the University of Cincinnati. She served as the Deputy Director of the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality from 1996 to 2002. Dr. Simpson serves on the Robert Wood 
Johnson Health Policy Scholars Program National Advisory Council, the Board of Directors of 
the Institute for Accountable Care, the National Health Council, and the Editorial boards for the 
Journal of Comparative Effectiveness Research and Healthcare: The Journal of Delivery 
Science and Innovation. In October 2013, Dr. Simpson was elected to the National Academy of 
Medicine (formerly the Institute of Medicine). 



 
Dr. Simpson earned her undergraduate and medical degrees at Trinity College (Dublin, Ireland), 
a master’s in public health at the University of Hawaii and completed a post-doctoral fellowship 
in health services research and health policy at the University of California, San Francisco. She 
was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree by the Georgetown University School of 
Nursing and Health Studies in 2013. 

Dr. Simpson's areas of expertise include translating research into policy, quality and safety of 
health care, health and health care disparities, childhood obesity, and child health services. 

Co-Chair: Eduardo Sanchez, MD, MPH 

Chief Medical Officer for Prevention & Chief of the Center for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation 

American Heart Association 

 

Dr. Eduardo Sanchez serves as Chief Medical Officer (CMO) for Prevention and Chief of the 
Center for Health Metrics and Evaluation for the American Heart Association (AHA). Prior to 
joining AHA, he served as Vice President and CMO for Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas 
(BCBSTX) where he focused on worker and worksite wellness, clinical prevention, and chronic 
disease management, particularly diabetes and cardiovascular diseases. Dr. Sanchez led the 
Institute for Health Policy at the University of Texas (UT) School of Public Health as Director 
from 2006 to 2008. From 2001 to 2006, he served as Texas Commissioner of Health, Texas’ 
state health officer. He led the Texas Department of State Health Services from 2004 to 2006 



 
and the Texas Department of Health from 2001 to 2004. And he served as the local public 
health officer in Austin-Travis County from 1994 to 1998. 

Dr. Sanchez currently serves as Chair of the Texas Public Health Coalition (TPHC) and the 
National Commission on Prevention Priorities (NCPP). He co-chairs the Dallas Health and 
Wellness Alliance for Children. From 2008 to 2012, he served as chair of the Advisory 
Committee to the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). He serves 
on the Institute of Medicine (IOM) Roundtable on Obesity Solutions and on the Board of 
Directors of Trust for America’s Health, AcademyHealth, and the CATCH Global Foundation. He 
is a member of the National Quality Forum (NQF) Disparities Standing Committee on and the 
IOM Committee on Evaluating Approaches to Assessing Prevalence and Trends in Obesity. He 
serves on the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Fellow Advisory Board. 

He is the recipient of the 2011 Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) 
Alumni Award and the 2011Texas Public Health Association (TPHA) James E. Peavy Memorial 
Award. In 2005, he was awarded the Texas School Health Association (TSHA) John P. 
McGovern Award and the 2005 American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) Public Health 
Award. In 2004, he received the American Heart Association Louis B. Russell Memorial Award, 
for outstanding service in addressing health care disparities, by the American Heart Association. 

Dr. Sanchez received an MD from the University of Texas (UT) Southwestern Medical School in 
Dallas in 1988, an MPH from the UT Health Science Center at Houston School of Public Health 
in 1993. Prior to attending medical school, he attained an MS in biomedical engineering from 
Duke University. He holds a BS in biomedical engineering and a BA in chemistry from Boston 
University. Dr. Sanchez is board certified in family medicine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Gavin R Corcoran MD, FACP 

Executive Vice President, Research & Development 

Axovant Sciences 

 

Dr. Gavin Corcoran joined Axovant as Chief R&D Officer in 2019. In his career, he has 
overseen successful drug development across multiple therapeutic areas, including neurology 
and psychiatry, and was previously Chief Medical Officer of Allergan plc and Actavis. Dr. 
Corcoran was Executive Vice President for Global Medicines Development at Forest 
Laboratories prior to the acquisition of Forest Laboratories by Actavis. Dr. Corcoran also served 
as Head of Late Stage Clinical Development for Inflammation and Immunology at Celgene, and 
as Chief Scientific Officer and head of R&D at Stiefel Laboratories. Earlier in his career he held 
leadership roles in clinical development and regulatory affairs at Amgen, Schering-Plough, and 
Bayer. He received his MB BCh from the University of the Witwatersrand in South Africa and 
completed his clinical training in internal medicine and infectious diseases at the University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio. 

 

 

 

 



 
Jenna Koschnitzky, PhD 

National Director, Research Programs 

Hydrocephalus Association 

 

As the National Director of Research Programs, Dr. Jenna Koschnitzky is responsible for 
planning, managing, implementing, and evaluating all aspects of a research program for the 
Hydrocephalus Association. Dr. Koschnitzky joined HA in July 2014 after completing a 
Postdoctoral Fellowship at Seattle Children’s Hospital Research Institute where she studied 
maternal health and preterm birth. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and minor in 
Neuroscience from Wake Forest University where she graduated Summa Cum Laude and was 
elected to the Phi Beta Kappa Academic Honor Society. In 2011, she received her Doctor of 
Philosophy with a concentration in Neuroscience from Northwestern University. Dr. 
Koschnitzky’s dissertation was focused on the electrical properties of motoneurons in a mouse 
model of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. 

Dr. Koschnitzky has presented her research at 15 international conferences and currently has 
published 13 primary and review articles in peer-reviewed journals. During her research career 
she has been awarded six grants to fund her research including the National Institutes of 
Health’s Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award as a graduate student. In 
addition to her research, Dr. Koschnitzky promoted youth science education through her 
volunteer work for the Science Adventure Lab at Seattle Children’s Hospital and as a Science 
Club mentor for the Boys and Girls Club of Chicago. 

 

 

 

 



 
Leslie Hanrahan 

Vice President, Education & Research 

Lupus Foundation of America 

 
Leslie Miller Hanrahan is Senior Vice President for Research and Education at the Lupus 
Foundation of America (LFA). Since joining the organization in 2005 Hanrahan has played an 
integral role in the strategic development and exponential growth of the organization. Hanrahan 
is a true leader and has the capacity to understand health issues from both the patients’ and 
providers’ perspectives.  

Hanrahan has successfully increased the breadth and depth of the LFA’s National Research 
efforts and has spearheaded global collaborations that led to first-in-lupus global consensus on 
issues that have plagued advancement in the field for decades. She launched Lupus Science & 
Medicine, the first Open Access peer-review journal dedicated to lupus, as well as 
Research.forME™, the LFA’s first patient reported health outcomes research registry.  

Hanrahan has led efforts to build upon and grow the organization’s patient and caregiver 
support models and diversify and expand the LFA’s education programs. Most recently, 
Hanrahan conceptualized and launched the first National Resource Center on Lupus and  

LupusConnect™,  an online lupus community where individuals with lupus and their loved ones 
can engage with others like them to share experiences, find emotional support and discuss 
practical insights for coping with the daily challenges of the disease.  



 
In addition to contributing to published research, that has advanced the science and medicine of 
lupus, Hanrahan is a member of the Association of Rheumatology Health Professionals, the 
Federal Working Group on Lupus, the National Health Council’s Chief Medical and Scientific 
Officer Affinity Group, and the Childhood Arthritis and Rheumatology Research Alliance’s 
External Advisory Council. 

Matt Makara, MPH 

Director, Research & Scientific Affairs 

Sjögren’s Syndrome Foundation 

 

Matt Makara joined the Sjogren’s Foundation in 2017 as the Director of Research & Scientific 
Affairs. In this role, he oversees the Foundation’s research grants program, serves as editor of 
Sjogren’s Quarterly, the Foundation’s magazine for professionals, is co-editor of the new edition 
of The Sjogren’s Book, and works on a wide variety of initiatives including the development of 
clinical practice guidelines, ICD-10 coding changes, advocacy efforts, and more. Prior to joining 
the Foundation, Makara was a consultant for the NIH and U.S. FDA, working on projects related 
to biosimilar education, health disparities, and chronic disease. Makara earned his MPH from 
George Mason University in Fairfax, VA. 

 

 

 

Matthew Pickering, PharmD 

Director, Research & Quality Strategies 

Pharmacy Quality Alliance 



 

 

Dr. Matthew K. Pickering serves as the Senior Director of Research and Quality Strategies at 
the Pharmacy Quality Alliance (PQA). In this role, he identifies needed studies to further validate 
the impact of PQA's measures on improving patient care, reducing overall healthcare spending, 
and filling recognized gaps in performance measurement. Dr. Pickering is also responsible for 
coordinating PQA research and demonstration project portfolios. He works closely with the PQA 
research team to implement high quality, responsive, and timely activities that support PQA 
research functions and internal operations. Dr. Pickering also serves as PQA’s Research 
Fellowship Director and manages all aspects of the program. 

Prior to joining PQA, Dr. Pickering completed a two-year Postdoctoral Fellowship at the 
University of Maryland, School of Pharmacy where he utilized large clinical and claims datasets 
to conduct a series of research projects investigating Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia. 
He also leveraged large data assets for the derivation and testing of health care quality 
performance measures. Prior to joining the University of Maryland, Dr. Pickering received his 
PharmD from East Tennessee State University and has also completed a Fellowship in Medical 
Communications and Drug Information at the Therapeutic Research Center. Dr. Pickering’s 
research activities include comparative effectiveness research, patient-centered outcomes 
research, and quality performance measurement. 

 

Eric Racine, PharmD, MBA 

Vice President & Head, Public Affairs & Patient Advocacy, US External Affairs 

Sanofi 



 

 

Eric Racine is Vice President and Head, Global Patient Advocacy at Sanofi. Sanofi, a global 
health care leader, discovers, develops and distributes therapeutic solutions focused on 
patients’ needs. Sanofi has core strengths in diabetes solutions, human vaccines, innovative 
drugs, consumer health care, emerging markets, animal health, and Genzyme. Racine is 
responsible for Sanofi’s global patient advocacy strategy to strengthen how the company 
partners with patient advocates and groups. He works in collaboration with Sanofi colleagues 
around the world to implement patient-focused initiatives, such as the signature global Partners 
in Patient Health program, in partnership with the advocacy community. 

Throughout his career, Racine has strived to uncover innovative forms of collaboration across 
multiple external stakeholders where the needs of patients were at the center of these efforts. 
He joined Sanofi in 2002 and has held progressive leadership positions spanning medical 
marketing, market access, health care policy, public affairs, and patient advocacy. Prior to 
entering the pharmaceutical industry, Racine held various positions in clinical pharmacy 
including academic, formulary, patient care, and hospital management roles. 

He currently sits on the Board of Directors for the National Health Council (NHC) in the US, he 
is a steering committee member of the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and 
Associations (EFPIA) Patient Think Thank in Europe, and he is the patient centricity content co-
editor for the DIA Global Forum publication. 

Racine holds an executive MBA from Rutgers University, a Doctor of Pharmacy from Wayne 
State University, and a Bachelor of Science-Pharmacy from Laval University. 


