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The Honorable John M. Spratt, Jr., Chair  The Honorable Paul D. Ryan, Ranking Member 
Committee on the Budget  Committee on the Budget 
207 Cannon House Office Building  B-71 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515  Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
 
Gentlemen:   
 
As you meet this week to write the FY 2009 budget resolution, we urge you to support the largest 
possible number for non-defense discretionary spending so that FY 2009 can be the year that 
funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) matches biomedical inflation, with an 
additional 3% provided for real growth.  The NIH desperately needs a 6.5% increase this year in 
order to begin to make up for several years of flat budgets and mounting inflation.   
 
This year’s proposed budget marks the sixth consecutive year that the Administration has 
recommended flat funding for the NIH.  The failure to increase NIH’s budget – the failure even to 
match biomedical inflation for five consecutive years has meant that the purchasing power of 
NIH has declined by 11% – if this year’s budget provides no increase, that number will increase 
to as much as 13%, or even 15% in some Institutes.  These cuts have been put in place at the 
same time as the governments of other nations are increasing their support for medical research.  
Young scientists are becoming discouraged, and the number of grant applications from first-time 
applicants has begun to drop.  This could leave us without the talent needed to carry on the battle 
against disease. 
 
Every day, forgone research opportunities mean that tantalizing advances in the treatment of 
chronic diseases remain beyond our reach.  Brain diseases, cancer, heart and cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes, and obesity are major contributors to the explosive growth of health care costs.  
Delaying the onset of these diseases by even one year would provide enormous savings and 
greatly improve the quality of life of millions of Americans.  There can be no meaningful 
reductions in health care costs if Congress fails to live up to its responsibility to invest in the 
long-term health and well-being of its constituents year after year.   
 
Research holds out the best hope for the treatment and delay of the onset of disease.  The NIH is 
the only organization that supports the kind of research necessary to achieve those goals.  We 
urge you to keep these facts in mind as you decide how much to provide for non-defense 
discretionary spending.  Your support for the NIH provides the best hope for millions of 
Americans who suffer from diseases that could be better managed if there were more money 
available for research. 
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