
 

November 21, 2007 
 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
219 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-6200 
   
Dear Senators: 
 
On behalf of Americans living with chronic diseases and disabilities, the National Health Council1 
(NHC) takes this opportunity to thank you for your commitment to improving healthcare in this 
country.  On behalf of approximately 100 million people with chronic conditions, we would like to 
work with you to seize this unprecedented opportunity to better align intellectual property incentives 
with the needs of people with chronic conditions.   
 
Both the Orphan Drug Act and the Best Pharmaceuticals for Children Act demonstrate that modest 
changes to our intellectual property rules can lead to ground breaking new treatments that help people 
live longer and feel better. In the 25 years since the Orphan Drug Act passed, 282 such drugs and 
biologic products, providing treatment for more than 14 million patients in the United States, have 
come to market under its support. Its time to bring the voice of the patient to this debate and create 
the incentives that encourage companies to develop treatments for neglected conditions such as 
autoimmune diseases, neurological conditions and many other diseases without effective treatments. 
 
For patients with serious chronic conditions, improved therapies do not just signify progress in science 
or healthcare; for these individuals biomedical research and the resulting products are the singular 
focus and point of hope for a healthy lasting life.  Future generations should not have to face the same 
afflictions we do.  In forming this legislation, Congress has the opportunity to modify intellectual 
property rules resulting in better health for the millions of Americans currently suffering from chronic 
diseases and disabilities, and claim a better life for the billions of patients yet to come. 
 
We appreciate your bipartisan efforts to design intellectual property legislation that carefully balances 
access to healthcare while encouraging innovation in areas without effective treatments and are anxious 
to help formulate specific language that addresses the needs of people with chronic conditions. Kevin 
Cain, our Assistant Vice President for Government Affairs and Programs, will be in contact shortly to 
discuss these issues in greater detail. You may also reach me on my direct, private line at (202) 973-
0546 or via e-mail at mweinberg@nhcouncil.org. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Myrl Weinberg, CAE 
President 

 

                                                           
1 The Council and its 120 member organizations share a common objective: improving the health of all 
people, particularly those with chronic diseases and/or disabilities. Through communication, 
collaboration, and consensus, the Council’s member organizations – representing all segments of the 
health care community – work to achieve this important objective. 
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