
 

 

February 15, 2008 
 
Representative Paul Hodes 
United States House of Representatives   
506 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515    
 
Dear Congressman Hodes: 
 

On behalf of the approximately 100 million Americans living with chronic diseases and/or disabilities, 
the National Health Council1 thanks Congressman Hodes for his commitment to the health of the 
American people.  As an organization that promotes the health of all people, and supports and 
advocates on behalf of the voluntary health movement, we believe that Michelle’s Law is needed to 
guarantee that promising students across the country will not have to face a choice between devoting 
themselves fully to lifesaving treatment or keeping their health coverage.  
 

The NHC applauds the creation of legislation that would prohibit ERISA regulated health plans from 
terminating the coverage of dependent full-time students.  Ensuring that college students will continue 
to be enrolled in health plans for one year from the start of a medically necessary leave of absence will 
make certain that chronically ill students are given the opportunity to fully devote themselves to 
fighting for their lives.   Financially dependent individuals seeking an education should not lose their 
health insurance just when they need it the most – they did not choose this battle, the battle chose 
them. 
 

Enacting Michelle’s Law will signify advancement for our healthcare system, and a blessing to those 
who need support most.  The NHC backs this legislation as a simple but necessary step on the path 
towards a healthier, stronger America.  Michelle Morse has now passed away, but through this 
legislation the lessons learned from her hardship can be used to establish a valuable legacy by making a 
positive difference for future generations. 
 
Again, we appreciate the bipartisan efforts to improve access to healthcare through Michelle’s Law. We 
are anxious to work with you and your colleagues to pass this legislation. Please do not hesitate to 
contact Kevin Cain, our Assistant Vice President for Government Affairs and Programs, if you or your 
staff would like to discuss these issues in greater detail. You may also reach me on my direct, private 
line at (202) 973-0546 or via e-mail at mweinberg@nhcouncil.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Myrl Weinberg, CAE 
President 
 

                                                           
1
 The Council and its 120 member organizations share a common objective: improving the health of all people, 
particularly those with chronic diseases and/or disabilities. Through communication, collaboration, and consensus, 
the Council’s member organizations – representing all segments of the health care community – work to achieve 
this important objective. 


