
 

 
 
 

 

November 4, 2015 

 

The Honorable Lamar Alexander 

Chairman 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

United States Senate 

455 Dirsken Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Patty Murray 

Ranking Member 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

United States Senate 

154 Russell Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senators Alexander and Murray: 

 

The National Health Council (NHC) supports President Obama’s nomination 

of Robert Califf, MD, as Commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) and urges you to confirm him without delay. 

 

The NHC is the only organization that brings together all segments of the 

health community to provide a united voice for the more than 133 million 

people with chronic diseases and disabilities and their family caregivers. Made 

up of more than 100 national health-related organizations and businesses, its 

core membership includes the nation’s leading patient advocacy groups, which 

control its governance. Other members include professional societies and 

membership associations, nonprofit organizations with an interest in health, 

and major pharmaceutical, medical device, biotechnology, and health 

insurance companies. 

 

For far too long, patients have not consistently and meaningfully been at the 

table while decisions about research, development, and regulation of medical 

products have been made. Fortunately, under the leadership of Commissioner 

Margaret Hamburg, MD, this paradigm has started to dramatically shift, and 

patients have gone from passive observers to active participants in making 

decisions that will ultimately impact their health. Meaningful patient 

engagement will lead to higher value products that that promote better health 

outcomes.  

 

 

 

 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Chairperson 

Randy Beranek 
National Psoriasis Foundation 

 
Chairperson-Elect 
Tracy Smith Hart 

Osteogenesis Imperfecta Foundation 
 

Vice Chairperson 
Cynthia Zagieboylo 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
 

Secretary 
James C. Greenwood 

Biotechnology Industry Organization 
 

Treasurer 
 Elizabeth J. Fowler, PhD, JD 

Johnson & Johnson 
 

Immediate Past Chairperson 
Nancy Brown 

American Heart Association 
 

Margaret Anderson 
FasterCures –  

A Center of the Milken Institute 
 

Marcia Boyle 
Immune Deficiency Foundation 

 
John Castellani 

PhRMA 
 

Barbara Collura 
RESOLVE: The National 

Infertility Association 
 

Robert Gebbia 
American Foundation for  

Suicide Prevention 
 

Eric Hargis 
Colon Cancer Alliance 

 
Dan Leonard 

National Pharmaceutical Council 
 

Barbara Newhouse 
ALS Association 

 
Ann Palmer 

Arthritis Foundation 
 

Paul Pomerantz, FASAE, CAE 
American Society of Anesthesiologists  

 
Eric Racine, PharmD 

Sanofi 
 

Michael Rosenblatt, MD 
Merck 

 
J. Donald Schumacher, PsyD  

National Hospice and  
Palliative Care Organization 

 
Steven Taylor 

Sjögren’s Syndrome Foundation 
 

John W. Walsh 
Alpha-1 Foundation 

 
Ex Officio Member 

Marc Boutin 
Chief Executive Officer 

National Health Council 

National Health Council 
1730 M Street NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20036-4561 ■ 202-785-3910 ■ www.nationalhealthcouncil.org ■ info@nhcouncil.org 

 



NHC Letter of Support for Robert Califf 

November 4, 2015 

Page 2 of 2 

 

It is important that the momentum behind increasing patient engagement continue, and Dr. 

Califf’s experience makes him an ideal candidate to continue this important work. Over the 

decades he has spent as a clinician, professor, and researcher, Dr. Califf has developed a proven 

track record of working with patients and other stakeholders to improve the lives of people with 

chronic diseases and disabilities. 

 

During his time at Duke University, Dr. Califf served as the co-chair of the Clinical Trials 

Transformation Initiative (CTTI), which seeks to fully integrate the voice of patients into the 

design and implementation of clinical trials. CTTI serves as a premier example of a multi-

stakeholder initiative that aims to bring the patient voice into the development of treatments. 

Through his work with CTTI, Dr. Califf ensured that patients actively participated in clinical 

study design, recruitment, and oversight.  

 

Another example of Dr. Califf’s commitment to patient engagement is his role as a principle 

investigator of PCORnet, the National Patient-Centered Clinical Research Network. An initiative 

of the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute, PCORnet seeks to transform comparative 

effectiveness research and other types of patient-centered health research to better incorporate 

the voice of the patient and improve the lives of people with chronic conditions. 

 

Just as Dr. Califf has worked to better integrate the patient voice into research and the 

development of new treatments, the FDA has also made patient engagement a main focus of the 

agency’s work. Programs such as the Patient-Focused Drug Development initiative, the Center 

for Drug Evaluation and Research, and the upcoming Patient Engagement Advisory Council at 

the Center for Devices and Radiological Health all demonstrate that the FDA is committed to 

making patients a central focus of their work. It is imperative that the next Commissioner share 

these values and have a proven history of providing leadership in this area. The NHC can think 

of no better person who fits this bill than Rob Califf. 

 

As the Senate HELP Committee makes the important decision to confirm the next FDA 

Commissioner, please consider the voice of patients with chronic conditions and confirm Dr. 

Califf. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Eric Gascho, our Assistant Vice President of Government 

Affairs, if you or your staff would like to discuss these issues in greater detail. He is reachable by 

phone at 202-973-0545 or via e-mail at egascho@nhcouncil.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Marc Boutin, JD 

Chief Executive Officer 

mailto:egascho@nhcouncil.org

