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December 15, 2009 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
The National Health Council1 strongly supports the efforts of Congress to enact meaningful health 
care reform in this session.  We urge you to complete this process that will benefit millions of people 
living with chronic conditions. 
 
For many chronic diseases and disabilities, there are few, if any, effective treatments and/or cures.  
To help improve this situation, the NHC enthusiastically endorses Senator Specter’s amendment. 
#2786, establishing a Cures Acceleration Network (CAN) to facilitate development and approval of 
innovative, “high need cures.”  The NHC asks that you support this amendment when it comes up for 
a vote. 
 
Senator Specter’s amendment would establish the CAN in the Office of the Director of the National 
Institutes of Health. The Director would be authorized to award grants and contracts to public or 
private entities engaged in innovative research to identify and bring to market high need cures. Per 
the language of the legislation, such cures are ones “for which the incentives of the commercial 
market are unlikely to result in its adequate or timely development.”  This would be especially 
beneficial to those living with less common chronic conditions, as these patient populations are often 
not seen as sufficiently large to develop profitable therapies. 
 
The amendment has many positive features to recommend it, including requirements for the CAN to 
facilitate review by the Food and Drug Administration, inclusion of patient advocacy organization 
representatives on the CAN board, and flexibility for the Director to fund projects that meet the goals 
and objectives of the agency.  Of particular note are the Cures Acceleration Partnership Awards, 
which require the recipient to contribute $1 in matching funds for every $3 awarded by the CAN.  
This provision will facilitate effective public-private partnerships and require the award recipient to 
demonstrate the project’s validity and commercial application in order to raise matching funds. 
 
Health care reform, to be truly meaningful, must ensure that those with chronic diseases and 
disabilities have access to high quality care.  The Senate legislation meets this goal by guaranteeing 
coverage despite pre-existing conditions and eliminating lifetime caps on health insurance, among 
other benefits.  Senator Specter’s amendment establishing the Cures Acceleration Network will 
further improve the outlook for those with chronic conditions by speeding development and approval 
of vitally needed, life-saving treatments and cures.  On behalf of the millions who would benefit from 
these innovative medications and devices, the NHC asks that you vote for adoption of the Specter 
Amendment. 
 
The NHC thanks you in advance for your support and looks forward to continued work with you to 
improve the lives of those living with chronic diseases and disabilities. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Myrl Weinberg, CAE 
President, National Health Council  
 
 
1The National Health Council (NHC) is the only organization of its kind that brings together all segments of the health community to 
provide a united voice for the more than 133 million people with chronic diseases and disabilities and their family caregivers. Made up of 
more than 100 member organizations and businesses, our core membership includes 50 of the nation’s leading patient  advocacy groups. 
Other members include profession and membership associations, nonprofit organizations with an interest in health, and major 
pharmaceutical, medical device, and biotechnology companies. 


