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October 29, 2009 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

The National Health Council (NHC) strongly supports the Patient-Centered Medical 

Home Choices Amendment to the America’s Affordable Health Choices Act and 

respectfully asks that you support its inclusion in health care reform legislation. 

 

The NHC is the only organization of its kind that brings together all segments of the 

health care community to provide a united voice for people with chronic diseases and 

disabilities. Made up of more than 100 member organizations from across the health care 

community, we provide a united voice for the more than 133 million people with chronic 

diseases and disabilities and their family caregivers. 

 

Care for patients with chronic conditions is a major driver of costs in the American health 

care system. In fact, 75 percent of health care costs are attributed to chronic conditions. 

The current system is designed to treat acute diseases but lacks the ability to properly 

manage chronic conditions. The fragmentation within the system forces patients to seek 

care from multiple, uncoordinated providers. This often results in treatment that is 

duplicative or unnecessary. A more coordinated care delivery model, such as the patient-

focused medical home, can greatly improve the quality of care while lowering the overall 

costs. 

 

The Patient-Centered Medical Home Choices Amendment would give Medicare 

beneficiaries the option to have all of their health care coordinated through the medical 

home model. It would also require comparable options for beneficiaries in the Federal 

Employee Health Benefits Program and plans sold in a federally-established insurance 

exchange. The amendment also would establish grant programs for the creation of 

community-based health teams that contract with primary care providers to coordinate 

continuing care for high-risk patients between office visits. 

 

The NHC applauds the amendment’s consideration of patient preference in determining 

how health care is delivered. Each patient has a unique personal and health history. For 

care to be truly patient-focused, it is crucial that factors such as age, gender, ethnicity, 

religion, and socio-economic status all be considered at the point of care. This amendment 

will ensure that patient preference is a cornerstone of the medical home model. 

 

Please consider supporting this amendment and any other amendment that encourages 

care coordination as a method of improving the quality of health care for patients with 

chronic conditions. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Myrl Weinberg, CAE 

President 


