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December 2, 2009 

 

Dear Senator: 

 

The National Health Council
1
 (NHC), an organization providing a united voice for the 

more than 133 million people with chronic diseases and disabilities and their family 

caregivers, strongly supports the efforts of this Congress to enact comprehensive, 

meaningful health care reform that will benefit the patient community. With that goal in 

mind, the NHC is writing you today to express our concerns about the Dorgan-McCain 

amendment permitting reimportation of prescription drugs. 

 

The NHC deeply appreciates Senators Dorgan and McCain’s sincere effort to make 

prescription drugs more affordable for patients, and we share this goal. However, the 

NHC believes that allowing reimportation of prescription drugs is not the best way to 

accomplish this.  

 

Patient safety is of utmost concern to the NHC – and allowing consumers to purchase 

drugs from other countries leaves them exposed to many potential safety problems. 

Reimportation risks exposing patients to counterfeit or adulterated prescription 

medications, as noted by both the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and former 

Secretaries of Health and Human Services. Furthermore, drugs that were manufactured 

and distributed without ongoing FDA supervision could enter the U.S. market. Such 

medications could be mishandled, labeled incorrectly, or even expired by the time they 

reach patients in need of them. 

 

The NHC deeply appreciates the work Congress is doing on health care reform. We 

have worked closely with many Members to ensure that the interests of the patient and 

family caregiver community are addressed in the legislation that emerges. The NHC 

supports the goal of reducing the financial burden on patients by lowering prescription 

drug costs, but we believe that this can be accomplished without the safety risks 

associated with reimportation. The NHC asks that you not support the Dorgan-McCain 

amendment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Myrl Weinberg, CAE 

President 
 

 

 

 

1 The National Health Council (NHC) is the only organization of its kind that brings together all segments of the 

health community to provide a united voice for the more than 133 million people with chronic diseases and 

disabilities and their family caregivers. Made up of more than 100 member organizations and businesses, our core 

membership includes 50 of the nation’s leading patient advocacy groups. Other members include professional and 

membership associations, nonprofit organizations with an interest in health, and major pharmaceutical, medical 

device, and biotechnology companies. 

 

 


