
Raise the Cap Coalition 
 
 
February 10, 2009 
 
The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo  
U.S. House of Representatives 
205 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-0514 
 
Dear Representative Eshoo: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations and millions of Americans with 
chronic diseases and conditions, we want to thank you for introducing the Health 
Insurance Coverage Protection Act.  Our organizations and our members are 
committed to working with you and your colleagues to ensure the passage of this 
important legislation. 
 
Many private insurers continue to set lifetime caps on health coverage at $2-$3 
million. Once these limits are reached, the policies are rendered worthless--no 
additional coverage is provided.  Medical expenditures have grown much faster 
than general inflation, especially for those with chronic diseases and conditions.  
Individuals whose medical costs exceed their health plan’s lifetime limit must pay 
for these expenses out of pocket, try to qualify for Medicaid or other state programs, 
or seek free care from hospitals or other providers.  Some people who either reach 
or come close to their limits may forgo needed treatments. For people with a 
chronic disease or condition, this can lead to a worsening of their condition and 
complications that may, in turn, result in higher medical costs in the future.  Even if 
they are able to find a way to maintain coverage, individuals with high medical 
costs are often forced to make drastic choices that affect their employment, place 
of residence or even family life. 
 
By substantially increasing the minimum lifetime cap, your legislation will result in 
net savings for federal and state governments by allowing individuals with high 
medical costs to maintain private insurance rather than be forced onto Medicaid. 
This legislation represents a meaningful step forward in healthcare reform.  We 
believe the bill will greatly benefit the thousands of Americans with chronic 
diseases and conditions served by our organizations.  
 
We wholeheartedly support you in this effort. Thank you for your leadership on 
this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alpha-1 Advocacy Alliance  
American Autoimmune Related Diseases Association 



American Heart Association/American Stroke Association 
American Pain Foundation  
Autism Society of America 
Brain Injury Association of America 
Breast Cancer Network of Strength 
Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation 
Committee of Ten Thousand 
Cooley’s Anemia Foundation 
Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of America 
CSL Behring 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
Epilepsy Foundation 
Factor Foundation of America 
Grifols, Inc 
Hemophilia Federation of America 
Hepatitis Foundation International 
Huntington’s Disease Society of America 
Immune Deficiency Foundation 
Kids With Heart National Association for Children’s Heart Disorders, Inc. 
Mended Little Hearts 
National Alopecia Areata Foundation 
National Gaucher Foundation 
National Health Council  
National Hemophilia Foundation 
National Marfan Foundation 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
National Organization for Rare Disorders   
National Patient Advocate Foundation 
Patient Services International  
Pediatric Stroke Network, Inc. 
Pulmonary Hypertension Association 
Scleroderma Foundation 
Sjögren's Syndrome Foundation 


