
 
 
 

 
 
 

Patient Advocacy Community Urges Congress to Move Forward with   
21st Century Cures Legislation 

 
Act Would Help Get Essential Treatments to Chronically Ill Patients 

 
Washington, DC (November 16, 2016) – More than 200 patient and research associations 
representing individuals affected by a broad range of diseases and disabilities sent a letter to 
Congressional leadership today, calling on them to pass the 21st Century Cures Act during the 
lame duck session.  
 
The legislation, which passed the House in July 2015 with broad bipartisan support, is based on 
recommendations from the entire health community and will help ensure access to essential 
treatments.   
 
“This is a patient-focused bill that will advance the discovery and development of treatments, 
strengthen the patient voice in the research and regulatory environment, increase funding for the 
National Institutes of Health and Food and Drug Administration, and greatly improve our 
innovation ecosystem,” the letter said. 
 
Millions of Americans are awaiting effective treatments and cures for chronic diseases or 
disabilities, and delaying passage of the legislation only makes the wait longer.   
 
Click here to read the letter and see the list of organizations that signed on. 

 
Founded in 1920, the NHC is the only organization that brings together all segments of the 
health community to provide a united voice for the more than 133 million people with chronic 
diseases and disabilities and their family caregivers. Made up of more than 100 national health-
related organizations and businesses, the NHC's core membership includes the nation’s leading 
patient advocacy organizations, which control its governance and policy-making process. Other 
members include professional and membership associations, nonprofit organizations with an 
interest in health, and representatives from the pharmaceutical, generic drug, insurance, 
medical device, and biotechnology industries.  
 
Contact: 
 
Debra Z. Roth 
dzroth@nhcouncil.org 
Direct: 202-973-0550 
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http://www.nationalhealthcouncil.org/sites/default/files/2016_21_Century_Cures_Sign_On_Letter.pdf
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