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Patient Advocates Pleased with Proposed 2016 Exchange Enhancements 
 

 
Washington, DC (November 21, 2014) – The National Health Council (NHC) released the following 

statement in response to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) proposed rule for the 

operation of exchanges, beginning January 1, 2016. The following statement was issued by NHC 

Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer Marc Boutin: 

 

“On quick review, the patient advocacy community is very pleased with what the federal 

government has proposed for the 2016 health insurance exchanges. The needs of patients were 

obviously top of mind when drafting this proposed rule – there’s a focus on making plan 

information easier to read and more accessible, there’s clarification to ensure adequate provider 

networks, and details on improving access to needed drugs. These are exactly the kind of 

recommended enhancements we had identified in our conversations with the Department of 

Health and Human Services staff and in the draft regulatory language that we shared with the 

department.  

  

“The National Health Council is supportive of the Affordable Care Act. We are also realistic 

about the need for improvements along the way and have worked to ensure implementation is 

done in a way that best serves people with chronic diseases and disabilities. We will continue to 

pour through the 2016 parameters to get a better idea of the full breadth of the proposed 

enhancements and the impact on such issues as minimum formulary requirements, auto-renewal 

in health plans, and the effect on patient access to quality care. We look forward to working with 

HHS to help strengthen the exchanges so they can better meet the needs of patients.”  

 

Founded in 1920, the National Health Council (NHC) is the only organization that brings together all 

segments of the health community to provide a united and effective voice for the more than 133 million 

people living with chronic diseases and disabilities and their family caregivers. Visit 

www.nationalhealthcouncil.org to learn more about the NHC and how it is committed to Putting Patients 

First®.  
 

More Information: 

 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; HHS Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 

2016:  http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2014-27858_PI.pdf 

 News release: http://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2014-Press-

releases-items/2014-11-21.html 

 NHC Draft Regulatory Language to Enhance the Exchanges: 

http://www.nationalhealthcouncil.org/NHC_Files/Pdf_Files/NHC-

ProposedACAPatientProtections.pdf 

 

Contact Information: 

Nancy Hughes 

nhughes@nhcouncil.org 

Cell: 703-608-9709 

http://www.nationalhealthcouncil.org/
http://www.puttingpatientsfirst.net/
http://www.puttingpatientsfirst.net/
http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2014-27858_PI.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2014-Press-releases-items/2014-11-21.html
http://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2014-Press-releases-items/2014-11-21.html
http://www.nationalhealthcouncil.org/NHC_Files/Pdf_Files/NHC-ProposedACAPatientProtections.pdf
http://www.nationalhealthcouncil.org/NHC_Files/Pdf_Files/NHC-ProposedACAPatientProtections.pdf
mailto:nhughes@nhcouncil.org

